Year of Youth
3rd December 2017 – 25th November 2018

Universal Prayers

Sunday 3rd December		First Sunday of Advent
For the young people of Australia as we begin this Year of Youth: 
That as a community of faith, may we always acknowledge the Holy Spirit at work in the lives of young people in our Church and in our wider community.     We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 10th December	Second Sunday of Advent
For the young people of Australia who gathered in Sydney for the Australian Catholic Youth Festival: 
May their hearts be filled with the hope and love of Jesus Christ and may they return to their communities enriched by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, ready to share with us their creativity, energy and joy.        We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 17th December	Third Sunday of Advent
We pray for the young people in our parish: 
May their spirit and enthusiasm continue to be an example of hope, love & peace. May they continue to share the good news to those who are yet to hear it during this time of preparation for the birth of our Lord.                            We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 24th December	Fourth Sunday of Advent
For all young people, particularly those who are feeling isolated or lonely this Christmas:
May the light of Christ open their hearts to receive the gifts of peace, love and unity in their lives and may the birth of our Lord give them the courage to share these gifts with everyone they encounter.       We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 31st December	The Holy Family
That young people, inspired by the love of the Holy Family, begin this new calendar year with a sense of God’s love and peace.     We pray to the Lord.  

Sunday 7th January		The Epiphany of the Lord
That, like the star that guided the wise men, we too will be drawn closer to Christ as we listen to the experiences and needs of our young people.     We pray to the Lord.


Sunday 14th January		Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

For the young people who have heard God’s call and are ready and willing Disciples of Christ:
May the Lord show them His will and give them the courage to follow wherever He may call them.                                          We pray to the Lord.


Sunday 21st January		Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
For young people navigating their path in life: 
That their eyes and hearts be open to God’s plan to bring them to fullness of life, be it marriage, single life, consecrated life or priesthood.       We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 28th January		Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
For young people who are struggling with life’s challenges today, especially with choices about the future, study, health, relationships and faith:
May they come to know the peace, guidance and comfort of the Holy Spirit in their decisions.   We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 4th February		Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
For all young people who feel distanced, isolated or hurt by the Church:  
May they come to know the healing power of Jesus whose love and power can restore all to fullness of life.   We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 11th February		Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (World Day of Prayer for the Sick)	
For the young who face serious and life threatening illness, mental health issues and addiction:
May they know the fullest support of communities of faith who are dedicated to ensuring their health and well-being.   We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 18th February		First Sunday of Lent	
That all young Australians come to know their dignity and worth in the eyes of God:
May they know that their unique talents make them a beloved child, with whom God is pleased.   We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 25th February		Second Sunday of Lent	
That this community of faith can recognise the Holy Spirit active in the lives of all young people in the wider community:
May we reach out through new horizons to respond to the actions and lives of these young people.    We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 4th March		Third Sunday of Lent	
For an appreciation of the gift of young people especially those who bring joy to our community of faith, those who serve the wider community, and those who share their gifts in a variety of ways.     We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 11th March		Fourth Sunday of Lent	
For all who work to uphold the dignity and worth of young people, especially health professionals, social workers, teachers, legal assistants, chaplains, and church personnel.     We pray to the Lord.




Sunday 18th March		Fifth Sunday of Lent	
That the Church may engage authentically and personally with the challenges and successes of our young people and value and respect their voice and contribution to the life of our Church.      We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 25th March		Palm Sunday (World Youth Day 2018)
That as we celebrate World Youth Day 2018, all who have answered the Pope’s invitation to gather at World Youth Days, may always celebrate their faith as members of a young and emerging Church.    We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 1st April		Easter Sunday
For young people in the Church: 
That they continue to grow in their faith and be inspired and sustained by the joy of the resurrection, bearing witness to the risen Christ, and becoming instruments of Christ’s light and hope for all.     We pray to the Lord.  

Sunday 8th April		Second Sunday of Easter	Divine Mercy Sunday
That young people within our community who like Thomas, struggle with faith, may find their way to Christ and experience the peace, strength, grace & mercy of God.      We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 15th April		Third Sunday of Easter

For all young people whose hearts are troubled:
In this Year of Youth, may the Church provide a safe and welcoming environment, bringing calm to their fears and light to their darkness.      We pray to the Lord.  


Sunday 22nd April		Fourth Sunday of Easter (World Day of Prayer for Vocations)
That the young people of our Church may continue to have the courage to listen to and answer God’s call in their lives.     We pray to the Lord. 

Sunday 29th April		Fifth Sunday of Easter
That the leaders of our Church provide a supportive and welcoming environment for young people to enable them to grow in their faith.     We pray to the Lord. 

Sunday 6th May		Sixth Sunday of Easter
That in this Year of Youth, those who minister to young people may generously share with them the love and joy of living in Christ.     We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 13th May		The Ascension of the Lord
For young mothers during this Year of Youth: 
May they be blessed for their patience, love, care and dedication to their children.     We pray to the Lord.    

Sunday 20th May		Pentecost
For all young people, especially those who are hurting, or are lost and seeking purpose and direction:
That they may know the presence of the Spirit in their lives.      We pray to the Lord.  

Sunday 27th May		The Most Holy Trinity
For young people who struggle with the pressure of studies, body image and societal expectations:
That they might come to know their true identity as loved sons and daughters of God.     We pray to the Lord. 

Sunday 3rd June		Corpus Christi
That young people may always know their value as members of Christ’s Body, the Church.     We pray to the Lord. 

Sunday 10th June		Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
That as a community of faith, we might have the vision and courage to reach out to young people through new and unchartered horizons with a joyous, understanding and listening heart.     We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 17th June		Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
That young people may find in Jesus Christ their shelter and their strength.  We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 24th June		The Birthday of Saint John the Baptist
That we may treasure the gifts of the young and support them in faith throughout their lives.   We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 1st July		Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday)
That in this Year of Youth, our Indigenous Young Australians will know acceptance and respect.   We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 8th July		Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
That we as a Church, may show to young people fidelity to God’s Word, unhindered by worldly goods and riches. We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 15th July		Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
That young people, with open hearts, may hear in the voices of the older members of our community and find in Jesus both a friend and a faithful companion.     We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 22nd July		Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 	(10 Year WYD2008 Anniversary)
That on this tenth anniversary of World Youth Day 2008 in Sydney, the Church will continue to listen and respond to the voice of the young.     We pray to the Lord.
Sunday 29th July		Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
That young people will offer their gifts and talents to the mission of Christ’s Church.   We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 5th August		Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
That young people might have the courage to discern the will of God in their daily lives.     We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 12th August		Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
That young Australians who give of themselves in service to others may always recognise in those they serve, the face of Christ.      We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 19th August		Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
That all young people may come to know God’s love for them and that they have something special to offer our world.     We pray to the Lord.    

Sunday 26th August		Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time	(World Migrant & Refugee Sunday)
That open to the plight of young migrants and refugees, leaders of nations might open up for them New Horizons. 
We pray to the Lord.


Sunday 2nd September	Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
For young fathers in this Year of Youth:
That they be blessed for their commitment, dedication and love.     We pray to the Lord.    		  

Sunday 9th September	Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time	(Child Protection Sunday)
That the whole Church, especially those in leadership, will continue to uphold the care and protection of minors and vulnerable adults.      We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 16th September	Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
That we the Church might be open to the energy and vitality of young people.    We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 23rd September	Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time		(Social Justice Sunday)
That youth will be blessed with a strong sense of justice, seeing the face of Christ in the poor, disadvantaged and vulnerable members of our community.     We pray to the Lord.



Sunday 30th September	Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
That in this Year of Youth, the Church might be more open to the dreams and vision of young people, and that young people might be open to new possibilities for sharing their gifts with others.    We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 7th October		Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
For young people whose lives are affected by war, conflict, oppression and political instability.    We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 14th October		Twenty-Eight Sunday in Ordinary Time	
(Australian Catholic Youth Ministry Convention)             
That those gathered for the Australian Catholic Youth Ministry Convention may find renewed energy through the gifts of the Holy Spirit.      We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 21st October		Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
For young people struggling to find God’s purpose in their life.      We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 28th October		Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
For young people who struggle to fit in, and as a result feel lonely and isolated.     We pray to the Lord. 

Sunday 4th November		Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
That in this Year of Youth, young people of our parish and the wider community may know God’s presence in all they do.      We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 11th November	Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time	(Remembrance Day)
That young people may appreciate the dedication and sacrifice of those who have given their lives in defence of their country.      We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 18th November	Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
For young people who are lost and are searching for meaning in their lives.     We pray to the Lord.

Sunday 25th November	Christ the King		Close of the Year of Youth
That as this Year of Youth draws to a close, young people may continue to be inspired in faith.   We pray to the Lord.  
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